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        MERICAN SAMOA, THE ONLY U.S. TERRITORY SOUTH OF THE EQUATOR,

CONSISTS OF FIVE RUGGED, HIGHLY ERODED VOLCANIC ISLANDS AND TWO

CORAL ATOLLS.  THE FIVE ISLANDS TOTAL APPROXIMATELY 76 SQUARE

MILES AND SUPPORT ONE OF THE WORLD’S LARGEST TUNA FISHING AND

CANNING INDUSTRIES.  THE TERRITORY MUST ADDRESS SUCH ENVIRON-

MENTAL ISSUES AS COASTAL HAZARDS (INCLUDING TYPHOONS AND

FLOODING), MARINE DEBRIS, DEGRADATION OF FISHERY HABITAT, AND LOSS

                                                                   OF WETLANDS.  POPULATION

                                                                   GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENTAL

PRESSURES THREATEN WATER QUALITY, WETLANDS, AND SOLID WASTE

DISPOSAL SYSTEMS.  THE COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT ACT (CZMA)

PROVIDES THE FRAMEWORK NECESSARY TO SUSTAIN THE CULTURAL,

ECONOMIC, AND ECOLOGICAL VALUE OF AMERICAN SAMOA’S COASTAL

AREAS.  THIS LAW RECOGNIZES A NATIONAL INTEREST IN OUR COASTAL

AND OCEAN AREAS, BUT ALLOWS STATES AND TERRITORIES, NOT THE

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, TO DETERMINE HOW BEST TO BALANCE CONSER-

VATION OF THE COASTAL ENVIRONMENT WITH HUMAN USES THAT DEPEND

ON COASTAL RESOURCES.

THE CZMA IN AMERICAN SAMOA
The CZMA establishes programs to balance the use and protection of America’s

coasts.  The Coastal Management Program gives states and territories a flexible

framework to address a broad range of community development, economic,

and natural resource issues at the state, territory, and local level.     

American Samoa Coastal Management Program
Approved: 1980

Lead Agency: American Samoa Department of Commerce

American Samoa faces a unique planning context to address growth-related

and transboundary pressures. Contemporary Samoa is a society in transition,

espousing much of the amenity and culture of modern American life amidst

a background of traditional village-based political economies, social organization,

and culture. Villages in American Samoa, like other island societies in the Pacific,

are based on very localized social systems in which family leadership (matai), and village council (fono-a-matai) have historically

managed local coastal and marine resources in a communal manner. But tradition has been challenged in recent decades,

and many villages now demonstrate a mix of private property and communal perspectives. Some villages have begun to

participate in regional government resource management, while others have retained more localized control of resources.

Central to life in all the coastal villages and to the very essence of being Samoan is the ocean and use of ocean and coastal

resources.

The American Samoa Coastal Management Program has built upon this foundation and has developed a unique approach to

coastal management that incorporates both western and traditional Samoan systems of management. Program implementation

relies heavily upon inter-agency partnerships. As the chair of the permitting board, the American Samoa Coastal Management

Program coordinates the inter-agency permit review and compliance monitoring program. This coordination has been

instrumental in promoting a number of comprehensive coastal resourcemanagement initiatives.

The Coastal Management Program is establishing an Ocean Resource Management Plan. When completed, the plan will

provide a structure to implement and integrate existing resource management plans and gradually engage the full range of

traditional and transitioning coastal villages in American Samoa.  

The Coastal Management Program has received funding to develop a Flood Hazard Mitigation Plan to address flooding from

natural events, such as hurricanes, tropical storms, severe thunderstorms and tsunami events. The plan will assist the govern-

ment by identifying resources, information, and strategies for flood risk reduction. The plan will also guide and coordinate

mitigation activities throughout the Territory.

The Coastal Management Program developed, and continues to refine and expand, a community-based wetlands protection

program, which reflects the traditional Samoan approach to land use. Working with village chiefs, the coastal program delineates

village wetlands and enters into a cooperative protection agreement with the community.  Similarly, the coastal program is

working with the territorial marine resource agency to develop and implement a community-based coral reef fisheries reserve

program.

The Coastal Management Program has created a comprehensive outreach and education program to provide current information

about coastal resource issues to the public. As with other components of the coastal program, outreach combines aspects of

Samoan culture with programmatic initiatives.  For example, an ongoing consciousness project brings awareness of the

importance of coastal stewardship to the religious community.

Finally, the Coastal Management Program is leading a multi-agency effort to develop and implement the first land use plans

for the main island of Tutuila. To date, this work has produced a draft Territorial Master Plan and the Tualauta County Master

Plan.

PARTNERSHIPS IN ACTION
The American Samoa Coastal Management Program plays a strong local, regional, and national role in addressing coral reef

issues. As part of the American Samoa Coral Reef Advisory Group, the coastal program supported the development of a five-

year coral reef management plan and worked closely with NOAA and the U.S. Coast Guard to remove grounded fishing boats 

from coral reefs in Pago Pago Harbor.

Designated by the Governor, the American Samoa Coastal Management Program has led a task force responsible for developing

a strategy to address the territory’s growing population. The Coastal Management Program’s leadership in the Population Task

Force has brought this critical issue to the forefront of territorial planning efforts.
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        MERICAN SAMOA, THE ONLY U.S. TERRITORY SOUTH OF THE EQUATOR,

CONSISTS OF FIVE RUGGED, HIGHLY ERODED VOLCANIC ISLANDS AND TWO

CORAL ATOLLS.  THE FIVE ISLANDS TOTAL APPROXIMATELY 76 SQUARE

MILES AND SUPPORT ONE OF THE WORLD’S LARGEST TUNA FISHING AND

CANNING INDUSTRIES.  THE TERRITORY MUST ADDRESS SUCH ENVIRON-

MENTAL ISSUES AS COASTAL HAZARDS (INCLUDING TYPHOONS AND

FLOODING), MARINE DEBRIS, DEGRADATION OF FISHERY HABITAT, AND LOSS

                                                                   OF WETLANDS.  POPULATION

                                                                   GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENTAL

PRESSURES THREATEN WATER QUALITY, WETLANDS, AND SOLID WASTE

DISPOSAL SYSTEMS.  THE COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT ACT (CZMA)

PROVIDES THE FRAMEWORK NECESSARY TO SUSTAIN THE CULTURAL,

ECONOMIC, AND ECOLOGICAL VALUE OF AMERICAN SAMOA’S COASTAL

AREAS.  THIS LAW RECOGNIZES A NATIONAL INTEREST IN OUR COASTAL

AND OCEAN AREAS, BUT ALLOWS STATES AND TERRITORIES, NOT THE

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, TO DETERMINE HOW BEST TO BALANCE CONSER-

VATION OF THE COASTAL ENVIRONMENT WITH HUMAN USES THAT DEPEND

ON COASTAL RESOURCES.

THE CZMA IN AMERICAN SAMOA
The CZMA establishes programs to balance the use and protection of America’s

coasts.  The Coastal Management Program gives states and territories a flexible

framework to address a broad range of community development, economic,

and natural resource issues at the state, territory, and local level.     

American Samoa Coastal Management Program
Approved: 1980

Lead Agency: American Samoa Department of Commerce

American Samoa faces a unique planning context to address growth-related

and transboundary pressures. Contemporary Samoa is a society in transition,

espousing much of the amenity and culture of modern American life amidst

a background of traditional village-based political economies, social organization,

and culture. Villages in American Samoa, like other island societies in the Pacific,

are based on very localized social systems in which family leadership (matai), and village council (fono-a-matai) have historically

managed local coastal and marine resources in a communal manner. But tradition has been challenged in recent decades,

and many villages now demonstrate a mix of private property and communal perspectives. Some villages have begun to

participate in regional government resource management, while others have retained more localized control of resources.

Central to life in all the coastal villages and to the very essence of being Samoan is the ocean and use of ocean and coastal

resources.

The American Samoa Coastal Management Program has built upon this foundation and has developed a unique approach to

coastal management that incorporates both western and traditional Samoan systems of management. Program implementation

relies heavily upon inter-agency partnerships. As the chair of the permitting board, the American Samoa Coastal Management

Program coordinates the inter-agency permit review and compliance monitoring program. This coordination has been

instrumental in promoting a number of comprehensive coastal resourcemanagement initiatives.

The Coastal Management Program is establishing an Ocean Resource Management Plan. When completed, the plan will

provide a structure to implement and integrate existing resource management plans and gradually engage the full range of

traditional and transitioning coastal villages in American Samoa.  

The Coastal Management Program has received funding to develop a Flood Hazard Mitigation Plan to address flooding from

natural events, such as hurricanes, tropical storms, severe thunderstorms and tsunami events. The plan will assist the govern-

ment by identifying resources, information, and strategies for flood risk reduction. The plan will also guide and coordinate

mitigation activities throughout the Territory.

The Coastal Management Program developed, and continues to refine and expand, a community-based wetlands protection

program, which reflects the traditional Samoan approach to land use. Working with village chiefs, the coastal program delineates

village wetlands and enters into a cooperative protection agreement with the community.  Similarly, the coastal program is

working with the territorial marine resource agency to develop and implement a community-based coral reef fisheries reserve

program.

The Coastal Management Program has created a comprehensive outreach and education program to provide current information

about coastal resource issues to the public. As with other components of the coastal program, outreach combines aspects of

Samoan culture with programmatic initiatives.  For example, an ongoing consciousness project brings awareness of the

importance of coastal stewardship to the religious community.

Finally, the Coastal Management Program is leading a multi-agency effort to develop and implement the first land use plans

for the main island of Tutuila. To date, this work has produced a draft Territorial Master Plan and the Tualauta County Master

Plan.

PARTNERSHIPS IN ACTION
The American Samoa Coastal Management Program plays a strong local, regional, and national role in addressing coral reef

issues. As part of the American Samoa Coral Reef Advisory Group, the coastal program supported the development of a five-

year coral reef management plan and worked closely with NOAA and the U.S. Coast Guard to remove grounded fishing boats 

from coral reefs in Pago Pago Harbor.

Designated by the Governor, the American Samoa Coastal Management Program has led a task force responsible for developing

a strategy to address the territory’s growing population. The Coastal Management Program’s leadership in the Population Task

Force has brought this critical issue to the forefront of territorial planning efforts.
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